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Mary Thomas : Mary Thomas's Dictionary of Embroidery and Stitches  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mary Thomas's Dictionary of Embroidery and Stitches: 

Collection of stitches from every culture and every part of the world. A classic guide to embroidery work.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000F6R3A4

