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Michael Pearson : Michael Pearson's Traditional Knitting: Aran, Fair Isle and Fisher Ganseys, New Expanded 
Edition (Dover Knitting, Crochet, Tatting, Lace)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Michael Pearson's Traditional Knitting: Aran, Fair Isle and Fisher Ganseys, New 
Expanded Edition (Dover Knitting, Crochet, Tatting, Lace): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good read for beginner; good patterns for the experiencedBy A. A. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486460533


U.Service-wise, the book was delivered quickly and in good condition.As mentioned in other reviews, this is NOT a 
book solely of patterns, nor are the patterns that are included for a beginner. But the text is a good read, ecen if you 
can't follow the patterns.An overview of the contents include: Historical aids; Introduction to pattern structure; How to 
read the patterns; Traditional Knitting-the Fisher Gansey; Fisher Gansy Patterns of Norfolk; of NE England; of 
Scottish Fishing Fleet; Knitting of Shetland and Fair Isle; Knitting of Aran. There ARE about 25 patterns written in 
full according to the table of contents. Shetland and Aran are briefer sections of the book.Photographs are 
predominantly bw, though there are color photos. I found the majority of them clear. In some cases, with the 
photographs being old ones, or taken at a distance, sweater details are a little lost. But it doesn't take away anything, 
for me. There is also an abundance of clear charts. I look forward to working my way up to following the patterns. 
Until then, it will be an interesting read.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. I would give this book more 
stars if I could ...By J. HammondI would give this book more stars if I could. It is not only a craft book for knitters 
interested in tradition., but a book that explains the history of the regions from where these patterns spring from, along 
with a feast of photographs that date back to the eras that gave birth to the knitting designs.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Wonderful black and white---and color photosBy Karen J. InwaldCovers all the traditional 
knitting styles of the British isles. It begins with the gansey, which really provides the structure for all traditional, 
knitted garments. Then the book continues on to Fair Isle and briefly Aran. It provides well researched history for each 
tradition. Pearson gives a framework for each garment, but provides copious patterns as well. Wonderful black and 
white---and color photos! Great for the adventurous knitter or knit wear designer.

"I think I was lucky in the timing I learned to knit just when your book first came out. The other books on the subject 
seemed to be aimed at people who already knit. . . . and [it] is the only one I read for pleasure, not just for patterns." 
Gordon Reid, www.ganseys.com"For years knitters have been pining for the return of Michael Pearson's lovely book, 
Traditional Knitting, complete with historical notes, charts, photos and patterns for Fair Isle, Guernsey, and Aran 
sweaters. Once again, our wish is granted by dear Dover." Meg Swansen, Schoolhouse Press"A fascinating and well 
researched book." Evening PressAfter visiting the remote fishing villages of Scotland and England, Michael Pearson 
compiled this extensive record of unique patterns. His sources include oral traditions, documents, family albums, and 
photos. Pearson combines a social history of the villages and the living history of these crafts with detailed patterns 
and practical instructions for knitters. For this revised and expanded edition, the author has added an extensive 
selection of new pattern charts and full knitting instructions, making this essential work even more valuable to lovers 
of traditional knitting."Great collection of patterns. So much history. I learned so many interesting things. The pictures 
were amazing and definitely my favorite part. A history and knitting lesson wrapped up in one book." Debbie's 
Bookcase

From the Back Cover"I think I was lucky in the timingI learned to knit just when your book first came out. The other 
books on the subject seemed to be aimed at people who already knit. . . . and [it] isthe only one I read for pleasure, not 
just for patterns." Gordon Reid, www.ganseys.com"For years knitters have been pining for the return of Michael 
Pearson's lovely book, Traditional Knitting, complete with historical notes, charts, photos and patterns for Fair Isle, 
Guernsey, and Aran sweaters. Once again, our wish is granted by dear Dover." Meg Swansen, Schoolhouse Press"A 
fascinating and well researched book." Evening PressAfter visiting the remote fishing villages of Scotland and 
England, Michael Pearson compiled this extensive record of unique patterns. His sources include oral traditions, 
documents, family albums, and photos. Pearson combines a social history of the villages and the living history of these 
crafts with detailed patterns and practical instructions for knitters. For this revised and expanded edition, the author 
has added an extensive selection of new pattern charts and full knitting instructions, making this essential work even 
more valuable to lovers of traditional knitting.Dover (2015) revised and expanded republication of the edition 
published by William Collins Sons Co Ltd, London, and Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, New York, 1984.See 
every Dover book in print atwww.doverpublications.com 


