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lain Rice: Mid-Sized and Manageable Track Plans (Model Railroader Books) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mid-Sized and Manageable Track Plans (M odel
Railroader Books):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Defeating the DreamBy John A Lee 111 suspect that everyone who
really enjoys model railroads has a dream of building huge layout someday. Everyone knows that it almost never
happens but, still, it's nice to dream. Even when the dream is not realized fully, there are stages that most go through.
A small layout is built. With the experience gained in doing that, a medium sized one is built and from there alarge
one may be built. All of thisisin preparation for someday building the whopper.This book takes a dream killing but
realistic approach. It points out the reasons why the dream will probably never be built. It aso points out reasons not
to build it even if time, money and space were available to do so. The arguments are well reasoned and cogent. The
problemis that they help to kill the dream.That is not the main purpose of the book, though. The main purposeisto
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provide track plans and ideas for mid sized layouts. That it does well. The pictures are nice and visually interesting.
Most of the text, though, details the background of the railroad upon which the model isto be based. Thistoo iswell
read. The plans are nice but the dream has suffered.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good overview
and ideasBy CustomerGood design ideas for beginner to mid skill level hobbyists.11 of 11 people found the following
review helpful. A good book, but flawedBy Neil Tice"Mid-Sized Manageable" is awonderful track-planning book that
belongs on the shelf of anyone who is currently spending alot of time thinking about model railroad design. Rice's
entertaining writing style and his charming water colors of the layout designs make for an entertaining book. The
layout designs themselves are nice, although the text descriptions are lacking for many of the layout ideas. After
reading afew, | was left wondering if the Kalmbach editors had hacked away half the text in the interest of keeping
the book short. If so, it is sorely missed. In addition, the layout diagrams are sometimes badly mislabeled, with missing
titles and apparently misplaced arrows.My greater gripe with the book isthat it looks to me as though Mr. Rice, after
his amazing and thought-provoking first Kalmbach effort "Small, Smart, Practical”", was asked to write a book that
uses "American-style" layout design. (An impression that was backed up by the non-sequitur inclusion of vaguely
related photos from old Model Railroader magazine articles.) As such, it ismissing the space-saving and life-
simplifying devices such as "cassettes’, sector plates, modular design, etc. There's very little here that has not already
been done by John Armstrong.In short, it'sareally nice book and | don't mean to be too harsh--1 expect I'll refer to it
every now and then as | plan my new layout. Very entertaining writing, good prototype (and not-so-prototype)
inspirations, and | always look forward to the illustrations. If you are looking for a standard Ka mbach-style book
chock-full-o' layout plans, it's a good one. However, | hope to see another book on the topic whenever Mr. Rice can
get back to it, one that provides a more convincing answer to the question | had in my mind as | paid for this book--
"What would lain Rice do if he had an entire 20ft. by 20 ft. basement at his disposal for his model trains?"

Inside the pages of Mid-sized Manageable Track Plans, lain Rice, afrequent contributor to Model Railroader and
Model Railroad Planning magazines, provides a number of practical HO and N scale layout designs aimed to help you
develop amodel railroad that's just as engaging as any super-sized layout. Each layout design includes: Detailed, full-
color track plan rendered in refreshing watercol ors; Layout dimensions; Prototype railroad background, including
historical photographs; Modeling suggestions for appropriate motive power, rolling stock, structures, and scenery.



