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Sheena Rogers : Mini Cushions in Cross Stitch: 30 Original Designs to Make  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mini Cushions in Cross Stitch: 30 Original Designs to 
Make: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. So glad I ran across this bookBy Jane in MilwaukeeThis is one of 
the line of excellent Guild of Master Craftsman Publications. I purchased this book based on the first, most helpful, 
review you see here. She got it right, by gum, and you should note how highly ranked and inexpensive this book is. It's 
really a good deal. As shown on the cover, all of these designs are quatrefoil, an ancient stylized quarter pattern found 
in textiles and architecture in many countries. This is not to say that all the little designs are symmetrical: as shown on 
the left-hand pillow of the cover, some of the coloring and, often, the designs within the quarter are different. For 
example, a Christmas one has 3 white poinsettias with a bell. Another is based on a deck of cards with the king, queen, 
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jack and jester radiating out from the center with the 4 suits and bands of color surrounding the quatrefoil. All of the 
designs can be used to make a little pillow but many of the individual design elements are also shown made up as 
greeting cards or ornaments.To help the reader see how easy it would be to design her own pillow, Sheena Rogers 
includes an empty chart with the quatrefoil shape with which you can play around with designs and colors. I am 
particularly impressed with the close-ups of the directions for stitching, beading and making up the items. The 
materials used are described in great detail and in all the hundreds of stitch books I have, this has the best 
diagramming, via color close-ups and directions, just on how to start a line of cross stitches. The beading 
demonstration is excellent as is making up a card with a stitched insert and adding braids, tassels or a beaded edge.If 
you enjoy making miniatures, also consider these books which I can highly recommend:Exquisite Miniatures: In Cross 
Stitch and Other Counted Thread TechniquesNeedlework Designs for Miniature Projects: 64 Charts for Counted Cross-
Stitch and Needlepoint (Dover Needlework)Miniature Needlepoint Rugs for Dollhouses: Charted for Easy Use (Dover 
Needlework Series)Miniature Embroidery for the Tudor Stuart Dolls' House28 of 28 people found the following 
review helpful. Very pleasing patterns, on a scale you can manageBy R. Kelly WagnerHow many of us have more 
than a few UFOs (unfinished objects) in our cross-stitch collection? This book provides a variety of small patterns that 
can be finished in a reasonable length of time. Not only are there the mini-cushions of the title; for most of the patterns 
there are also even smaller pieces - a section of the cushion motif, re-arranged, for example - that can be used as card 
inserts, pincushions, even jewelry.Although these are small projects, they are not simplistic, as so many "quick and 
easy" booklets have - these are sophisticated designs. Most are offered with alternate color choices suggested, too, so 
that they can be varied to match your decor or personal preference.Color numbers are given for DMC, Anchor and 
Madiera, reflecting that this is a UK book; those in the US, we are most likely to be using DMC floss. For those 
projects where beads are suggested, you can look for brands of beads available in the US - the colors are pretty 
general, for the beads - or you can substitute floss of the bead color; the patterns won't suffer from that, although they 
look nice with the beads. Speaking of substitutions, I also note that most of the patterns call for whole stitches and 
back stitches only, no half or quarter stitches - which means that they can also easily be used for needlepoint as well as 
cross-stitch. (Or single crochet, if you really want to give yourself a challenge! Not suitable for knitting, however, as 
the graphs depend on an even-weave scale, and knitting is not even as to length and width.) I plan to try at least one of 
them in needlepoint, although still using cotton floss rather than tapestry wool. The variety of colors available in 
tapestry wool, though, is even greater than floss, so you could really go to town on variations on the patterns in that 
wise.While most of the motifs are floral, not all are. There are patterns that use playing card images, chess pieces, 
fossils, heraldry-like shapes, and others. The only animals, however, are insects (bees, butterflies, and a few others). 
For those of us who have the usual (who knows why, but there it is) affinity for cats along with our needlework, it 
would have been nice to have a design that somehow featured cats; perhaps we can hope for that in a second book by 
the same designer!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. but that would be interesting examples of the craft 
I enjoy.By Carol A. TheisI do a lot of cross stitch, and I a always looking for interesting things to make as gifts. This 
book gives lots of examples fo things that won't take a long time to make, but that would be interesting examples of 
the craft I enjoy.

Its the little touches that make each home special, and this sourcebook is filled with mini cushions that pack in big-
time style. Cross-stitchers of all levels can make these intricate designs, thanks to the comprehensive instructions and 
innovative embellishments to keep the experienced stitcher engaged. From framed samplers and pin cushions to 
matching cards and festive decorations, there is a mini cushion for every room and gift-giving occasion. Whether used 
as decorative additions and samplers, or treated as templates for full-sized cushions, these projectswith such exciting 
names as Checkmate, Taste of India, and Scissor Keeperare sure to delight.


