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Bob Gordon : Model Steam Engines (Shire Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Model Steam Engines (Shire Library): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Not worth the cost of shippingBy Jeremy W. ColbyThe cover photo 
is the best one in the whole book. The description makes the book sound great, but it doesn't even come close to living 
up to it. Small format with small, grainy black and white photos. High contrast black and white photos actually work 
quite well for this type of subject as well as machining topics, but not small grainy ones. For more than twenty years 
"The Home Shop Machinist" was entirely in black and white, but the photos were always large and clear. It's 
interesting to see some scale steam engines built in the nineteenth century during the dawn of steam model 
engineering, but far superior photographs and information can be found online.10 of 10 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0852639066


review helpful. Small, BW photos.By Grumpa TomThis, and other Shire Publications are very small format. I cannot 
really call this a 'book', more like a small magazine. The pictures are small, grainy, and only in black and white. It isn't 
very informative either. I can find more variety of old steam engines just looking on eBay and the photos will be much 
larger and in color too. Can't really recommend this one.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Nice item 
but I would not describe it as a ...By MGBK 13Nice item but I would not describe it as a book. It was more like a 6 x 9 
or 5 x 7 pamphlet. Less then 1/4" thick. Some good photos, but I expected a treatise on model steam engines. Instead, 
it is a group of historical pictures of scale model replicas and engines engineers built as part of their training or study 
of steam engine construction, type, and configuration. I think a more accurate description of the item would be fairer 
to the buyer. I am an ardent book collector and posses many special books on many subjects. This one fell short of my 
expectations.

Model engineering was popularized by pioneering steam enthusiasts, and rapidly grew into an exciting worldwide 
hobby for amateur engineers. This book describes how model steam engines work, outlines the development of the 
machine tools used to build the models, and investigates the seven different categories of model engines, which 
include models built to support patent applications, and those built purely for pleasure. The author, himself a model 
steam locomotive driver, also delves into the possible pitfalls and practicalities of scale model engineering. 
Generously illustrated, this is guaranteed to interest any aspiring engineer, as well as collectors of steam engines.

About the AuthorBob Gordon trained as an engineer and has an abiding passion for the power and motion of steam 
engines. Over the years this has been enhanced by working with steam engines ashore, serving on steam-powered 
ships afloat, operating model steam engines and driving model steam locomotives. He has also written two other 
books in the Shire Library series, Early Electrical Appliances and Toy Steam Engines. 


