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Kristy McGowan : Modern Top-Down Knitting: Sweaters, Dresses, Skirts Accessories Inspired by the 
Techniques of Barbara G. Walker  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Modern Top-Down Knitting: Sweaters, Dresses, Skirts Accessories Inspired by the Techniques of 
Barbara G. Walker: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a technique book, not a fashion book, but cool !By 
BonnieBThis is a technique book, not a style book. The styles are fairly boring, you'd have to imagine your own colors 
and trims. The point is, the techniques offered let you try things on as you knit, eliminating socks that don't fit, 
sweaters that are too short, or sleeves that are different lengths. We all should have been knitting this way in the first 
place. Having read this book, I will never knit anything bottom-up again.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Clear and Concise Knitting Patterns!By Lynda WA good book at a great price. I have been wanting this book 
for a while. I saw the price on the used books and decided it was time to purchase it. It is a welcome addition to my 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1584798610


collection of knitting books. The patterns are easy to read and understand.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Good Knitting BookBy Anne ChristoffersonGood book; nice patterns and well written explanations of 
technique.

For decades, knitters have been constructing garments using the wonderfully efficient top-down technique made 
famous by Barbara G. Walker in her renowned tome Knitting from the Top. But never have the results looked as 
glamorous and city-chic as they do in Modern Top-Down Knitting. In this sophisticated womenswear collection, 
designer Kristina McGowan presents streamlined, feminine dresses, tunics, and skirts; elegant cardigans and pullovers; 
and stylish go-to accessories such as hats and mitts. Also included are step-by-step photo tutorials that make top-down 
techniques easy to understand and sizing and style adjustments a cinch to achieve. Detailed instructions are also 
included for finishing garments with couture-quality trims and linings, so they look just as elegant on the inside as they 
do on the outside."Kristina McGowan presents a charming collection of original designs in knitwear, to inspire knitters 
of all levels of skill. Her work incorporates the two essential qualities of good knitting direction: (1) her ideas are 
fresh, fashionable, and interesting; and (2) her instructions are clear and easily followed. Hers is an excellent book." 
Barbara G. Walker 

From BooklistKnitters know that when they finish a sweater, theyre going to wind up with a bunch of pieces that will 
have to be put together. Thats where top-down knitting comes in: a method of garment construction that doesnt require 
much finishing and can be slipped over ones head during the knitting process to allow for adjustment. Still, its a 
different way to think about knitting, and for many years author McGowan didnt want to think about it. Then she got a 
job at a knit shop and began to study the works of Barbara Walker, who was one of top-down knittings gurus. After 
initiating a Julie Julia relationship (though they met and liked each other), McGowan decided to dedicate herself to the 
top-down method, and here she provides some marvelous patterns for both the newcomer and the more experienced, 
including hats, skirts and dresses, and one very impressive jacket. Although the instructions seem clear, they assume 
knowledge of such techniques as short rows and picking up stitches. Crisp photos make the projects enticing. --Ilene 
CooperAbout the AuthorKristina McGowan is a New York Citybased knitwear designer. 


