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Doreen Mastandrea : Mosaics Inside Out: Patterns and Inspirations for 17 Mosaic Projects  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mosaics Inside Out: Patterns and 
Inspirations for 17 Mosaic Projects: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good Book for BeginnersBy Shannon KellyThis book is very 
helpful to a beginner in the mosaic arts because it goes over the tools and materials needed to create almost any 
mosaic. There are many projects included in this book with step by step instructions, supply lists, and photos to 
demonstrate the process. If you would like to get involved with mosaic art but don't know where to start this book will 
help you gather supplies and give you enough ideas and technical knowledge to begin your first mosaic project. The 
only thing this book lacks is more explaination on the correct kinds of grouts and sealents to use.0 of 0 people found 
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the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert MoreGreat product, good price!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Interesting and funBy SharonIf you like mosaics, this is a fun book with a number of interesting 
projects. I've enjoyed getting inspired by it. Although I didn't make anything exactly like the book, I did get some good 
ideas from it. Covers the basics well also.

This book makes easy the seemingly daunting task of creating mosaics for your home. Presenting both creative ideas 
and stunning projects for both interior and exterior decoration, this book provides the information, inspiration, and 
tools to add the colorful and sophisticated art of mosaic to you kitchens, bathrooms, floors, walls, porch and garden.

From Library JournalThis is a collection of step-by-step projects for decorative mosaics using irregularly shaped 
pieces of glass, ceramic, or stone. Interior projects include floors and mirror frames, and outdoor garden projects are 
birdbaths, stepping stones, and planters. The introductory section gives basic techniques, including the best ways to 
break up old dishes for raw materials. A gallery of photographs of work by mosaic artists completes the book. 
Recommended for crafts or garden collections. Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.About the 
AuthorCeramic artist and color maven, Doreen Mastandrea runs the ceramic studio Paint-a-Plate. She is the author of 
Ceramic Painting Color Workshop (Rockport Publishers).Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights 
reserved.Introduction: Mosaic is the process of laying pieces of glass, ceramic, stone and just about anything else into 
a bed of adhesive, such as cement. Mosaics are created piece-by-piece, similar to the way the dots of color make up a 
printed picture. This affords a mosaicist tremendous control; you can achieve great detail using fairly simple 
techniques. Tesserae (singular, tessera) is the collective name for the tiles used to create a mosaic picture. People have 
been making mosaics, in one form or another, all over the world for thousands of years. Mosaic art as we know it 
began with the ancient Greeks. The Greeks paved and decorated floors with mosaics consisting of worn pebbles 
arranged in simple patterns. The Romans absorbed this skill, transforming it in their own way, and spread the art of 
mosaic across Europe. When glass was brought into the picture, more detailed and complex mosaics were possible 
because of the smaller size of the tiles and the variety of color. Gorgeous works of mosaic art, both ancient and 
modern, adorn public and private domains. It is well worth the effort to investigate this branch of art history for 
inspiration when designing a mosaic! A finished mosaic often looks intimidating to create, because it involves placing 
so many tiles. But even a beginner can make a stunning mosaic with a little practice and patience. The techniques 
involve dare really quite simple, and there are only a few tools and materials needed to begin: a pair of nippers to 
shape the tiles, cement or grout, a surface to mosaic, and an assortment of broken ceramics, store-bought tiles, or 
found objects. Mosaics are equally at home indoors and out. The projects in this book are intended to guide the 
beginner, and to inspire the more experienced mosaicist, to create beautiful works of art that enhance everyday life. 
The numerous tips, tricks, and professional advice throughout Mosaics Inside and Out will ensure that the effort put 
into a project results in a durable, lasting piece. Now, lets get started! 


