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Sheryl Thies: Nature'sWrapture: Contemporary Knitted Shawls before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Nature's Wrapture: Contemporary Knitted Shawls:

28 of 30 people found the following review helpful. Wraps Inspired from NatureBy Fairbanks Reader - Bonnie
BrodySheryl Thies has written anew knitting book called "Nature's Wrapture". The author and her friend love to take
daily walks. The author states that she realized that "nature could be knit, and the concept of for this book began to
form." The book contains patterns for knitted wraps and this book, in particular, "incorporates fascinating aspects of
nature - colors, contours, textures, and patterns'. She states that the book should appeal to both the knitter and the
weaver. As aknitter, it is the knitted aspects of the patterns that | am looking at. Many of the wraps are very lovely
and | appreciate that most of the patterns do not incorporate charts, which | don't like to use.l especialy like
‘Dragonfly’, ashawl knit from primarily bamboo yarn; 'Fall Colors' knit from fingering weight merino; 'Flames' knit
with Colinette merino yarn; 'Orchids' knit with yummy cashmere; There are other patterns in the book that are lovely
to look at and it's obvious that the author has been inspired by nature's colors.| always ask myself these questions when
| purchase a knitting book.Does the book contain projects that | will knit?Can | use the book as a resource?Are the
patterns easy to read?l can answer yesto all the questions, but not an absolutely, utterly resounding 'yes. | rate this
book a definite '4'.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There are some nice pictures of shawlsin this
bookBYy rose thymeThere are some nice pictures of shawlsin this book. | have owned this book twice, but never made
anything from it. | sold it both times, pretty, but nothing that | personally wanted to make.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Odd sizeBy Know 1This knitting pattern book is nicely constructed and has instructions that
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are clear and easily followed, however, | am not happy with the size of the book. It is an awkward, odd 8.5 X 8.5
inches which is not compatible with other books in my knitting library. | am currently working the "Sunset" pattern
swirled poncho for my step granddaughter using Premier Y arns Ever Soft 100% Acrylic Yarn - Color: Surfboard
which is mottled ocean blues with tiny splashes of bright colors throughout. The pattern is very easy and makes up
very fast.

Adorn yourself with the exquisite textures, lacy patterns, and glorious colors of nature.Find 20 captivating wraps,
shawls, and scarvesin flattering styles ranging from casual accessories to elegant evening wear. The patterns display
basic shapes and plenty of variety--ideal for confident beginners as well as experienced knitters.Requiring little or no
finishing, projects such as Dragonfly, Snowdrift, Waterfall, Cocoon, and Supernovainvite knittersto celebrate the
mystery and magic that surrounds us.Knit yourself a natural wonder!

20 shawl patterns inspired by the sights, sounds and colors of nature. | expected most of patternsin the book to be of
the triangular shawl type, but | was excited to see a big assortment of shapes and styles of wraps. | am smitten with the
triangular shawl, Heavy Rain, with a stitch depiction of rain drops on a ground of reverse stockinette, and beads
dripping off of the edge--original and lovely, and not difficult.Big knitterly smiles for stitch patterns both charted and
written out, and for providing any extra techniques needed in a pattern, like Y O at the Beginning of a Row, as part of
the pattern, complete with an illustration of the technique. --Jillian Moreno, knitty.comOnce upon atime, shawls were
just for grandmas and maybe afew girly-girls who loved things that were frilly and lacy. |, however, didn't fit into
either category. But then | started knitting and after | knit my first capelet (and, after that, my first lace shawl), |
discovered that shawls and wraps didn't have to be just for little old ladies or prissy girly-girls. They can be light and
frilly or fun and colorful. And, best of all, they're awhole lot of fun to knit. In Nature's Wrapture, designer Sheryl
Thies presents a collection of 20 wraps that were inspired by the shapes, textures, colors, and patterns found in nature
and she offers such awide variety that every knitter is sure to find something that fits her style. From the white, lacy
Snowflakes to the simple, hand-painted Fall Colors, Thiesfills the collection with unexpected stylesin eye-catching
colors. Of course, there are some of the basic shapes: afew rectangles and triangles and even a cape (and a poncho or
two, too). But there are other shapes that you may not have seen before: U-shaped pieces that come together with a
shawl pin, rectangles that button together, wraps with armholes, pieces with ties and clips, tassels and I-cord. The
pictures even show different ways to wear the designs, to dress them up or dress them down or to fit your mood or
your own personal style. The instructions are detailed and straightforward, with diagrams, illustrations, and charts
where needed. But they're not all intricate patterns; there are some easier patterns, too, with less shaping and sewing.
Some are made of lace, but others were designed using simpler stitch patterns.My only complaint with the designsin
Nature's Wrapture is that many of them may be a bit too unexpected. While there are plenty of U-shaped (or V-
shaped) designs with backs and long front panels (which, I m sure, will stay put much better than the usual rectangular
or even triangular shawl), there aren't as many basic looks. | would have loved to see afew more classic-styled wraps
because once | finish al of the work involved in knitting a pretty shawl, I'd like it to stay in style for along, long time.
Still, there are plenty of designs here to suit every knitter's style and experience level. So whether you re arelatively
new knitter who's looking to move beyond scarves or an experienced knitter who's looking for adainty new lace
shawl, you'll find that you don't need to be agranny or a girly-girl to enjoy the wraps in Nature's Wrapture. --Kristin
Dreyer Kramer, nightsandweekends.comWhen a publisher sends me a book to review, there's generally one or two
patternsin it that I'd like to make. But, when Martingale Company sent me Nature's Wrapture: Contemporary Knitted
Shawls, | had a pleasant surprise: | want to knit every pattern in the book. Seriously. No, really. Seriously.Sheryl
Thiesslatest book contains patterns for 20 shawls, wraps, scarves. She has looked to nature for inspiration for these
patterns. You'll find designs based on nature's colors, contours, textures, and naturally occurring patterns. The patterns
have names such as, Snowdrift, Flames, Butterflies, and Heavy Rain.Nature's Wrapture begins with a section on skill
level. | am very happy to see the designer encourage knittersto try patterns outside their perceived skill level. Thisis
something I'vetried to do, and | think more knitters should. There's aso information about yarn selection and what
gauge swatching. Y es, she strongly urges one to swatch, something other shaw! designers tend to downplay. She
explains why thisis important as well as the correct way to do a swatch.Then come the patterns. All are beautifully
photographed. Each iswell written and very easy to follow. The designer does not assume knitters have information
they may not have. And, these aging, tri-focaled eyes really appreciate the fact that the type islarger than in many
other pattern books. Schematics are provided, which is helpful as some of the patterns may have shaping with which
some knitters might not be familiar. Some patterns include charts, but written instructions are given as well. The book
concludes with the expected technique section. For those of us who hate seaming (and there are some patterns that
require seaming), the instructions are clearly given, and | can even understand what I'm supposed to do based on the
diagram. | don't know about you, but I've often found it hard to see what I'm actually supposed to be seaming to what.
Okay, maybe it's just me.Scattered throughout the book are Sheryl's notes, which give suggestions on how to adapt the
pattern and even different ways to wear the finished project. In fact, one of my favorite things about Nature's Wrapture



isthat Sheryl encourages knitters to adapt her pattern to their own likes and dislikes. I've read posts from designers
who have been upset because a knitter changed something about his or her pattern.As much as | like the book, thereis
something I'd change. In most cases, no indication is given as to what weight the suggested yarn is (laceweight,
sockweight, etc.) My displeasure with this may be caused simply by the fact that | want to knit so many patterns from
the book; if | only wanted to knit one or two, it probably wouldn't have bothered me. Many knitters would be able to
determine this based on the photo, gauge, and needle size. However, not al knitters have experience in making such
decisions. The Craft Council of Americayarn weight chart is included, however, and hopefully, less experienced
knitters will make the effort to use it to determine their yarn needs.If you enjoy knitting wraps, you should consider
adding Nature's Wrapture: Contemporary Knitted Shawls to your knitting library. My problem now is deciding which
I want to knit first. | know | want Snowdrift for me (love the cables), but I'm going to knit something from this book
for my sister-in-law for her birthday. Maybe I'll do Flamers. Ooh, Butterfliesis nice. And there's. . . --knit-a
while.comTwenty shawl patternsinspired by the sights, sounds and colors of nature. | expected most of patternsin the
book to be of the triangular shawl type, but | was excited to see a big assortment of shapes and styles of wraps. | am
smitten with the triangular shawl, "Heavy Rain," with a stitch depiction of rain drops on a ground of reverse
stockinette, and beads dripping off of the edge--original and lovely, and not difficult.Big knitterly smilesfor stitch
patterns both charted and written out, and for providing any extra techniques needed in a pattern, like YO at the
Beginning of a Row, as part of the pattern, complete with an illustration of the technique. --Jillian Moreno,
knitty.comAbout the AuthorSheryl Thiesretired from a 35-year career in health care to follow her artistic passion and
spend more time outdoors. In addition to designing, she enjoys teaching and has authored and coauthored several
Martingale Company titles.



