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Marian Coonse : Onions, Leeks, and Garlic: A Handbook for Gardeners (W. L. Moody Jr. Natural History 
Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Onions, Leeks, 
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and Garlic: A Handbook for Gardeners (W. L. Moody Jr. Natural History Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Not worth the bookshelf space.By Andrew SchwerinAs a beginning 
market gardener I felt I needed more information to get my mind wrapped around the Allium family. I tried to read 
through the entire book, but was bogged down by trivial details and little practical information. Years later, when I am 
looking to refine my seed stock and growing practices, I refer to this book again. And again, I find little practical 
information. As another reviewer noted there is little information on leeks. I would like to add there is close to zero 
information on garlic.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Murphy Raidervery informative 
great transaction0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy Jan Kosterthought it would be more 
about growing than just general information.

As familiar a kitchen staple as onions, leeks, and garlic are, many gardeners have scores of questions about growing 
them. How do the species differ? How and when should you plant and harvest them? How hardy are different varieties 
and how do they adapt to different climates? What insects and diseases attack them, and how can you combat 
them?Until now, answers to such questions had to be gleaned through trial and error, or in bits and pieces from 
numerous (sometimes unreliable) sources. Onions, Leeks, and Garlic: A Handbook for Gardeners offers the first 
comprehensive, carefully researched source of scientific and practical information for the gardener, professional 
market grower, supplier, or nursery. It provides a unique guide to members of the Allium family, including complete 
information on their history and development, families and species, planting, harvesting, disease, and drying and 
storing. The book describes the many species, subspecies, varieties, forms, and cultivars of onions commonly grown 
for food, along with their botanical names. Wild onions regarded as common fare on many tables are also 
discussed.For years Marian Coonse answered these questions one at a time as they came from the customers of the 
herb farm she and her husband owned. From this experience came both her recognition of the need for a complete 
reference book and her knowledge of the bulbs she writes about. As a result, this attractive handbook is comprehensive 
enough to serve as a reference work for professional market gardeners, yet written in a style simple and clear enough 
for amateur gardeners as well. Gardeners will want to stow it in their baskets before they head for the garden or the 
seed store.


