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Mandell Creighton : Queen Elizabeth before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Queen Elizabeth:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A very fun readBy JetpackWith areal focus on her personal
interactions, this was the story of Good Queen Bess written late in the 19th Century. | thought a knew a bit about her,
but still found someitems | hadn't heard of, such as her excommunication by the Pope. The author builds a convincing
narrative of how her early life shaped her, and influenced her future marriage (or lack thereof).Also helps to explain all
of the secret marriagesin her court.3,006 locations, so not too long. Picked it up while free.
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When Queen Elizabeth |1 came to the throne in 1952, many commentators heralded the beginning of her reign as the
second Elizabethan age. Thefirst one, of course, concerned the reign of Henry VIlIs second surviving daughter and
middle surviving child, Queen Elizabeth I, one of Englands most famous and influential rulers. It was an age when the
arts, commerce and trade flourished. It was the epoch of gallantry and great, enduring literature. It was also an age of
wars and military conflicts in which men were the primary drivers and women often were pawns. Elizabeth | changed
the rules of the game and indeed she herself was changed by the game. She was a female monarch of England, a
kingdom that had unceremoniously broken with the Catholic Church, and the Vatican and the rest of Christendom was
baying for her blood. She had had commercial and militaristic enemies galore. In the end, she helped change the entire
structure of female leadership. Elizabeth was the last Tudor sovereign, the daughter of the cruel and magnificent King
Henry V111 and a granddaughter of the Tudor Houses founder, the shrewd Henry V1. Elizabeth, hailed as Good Queen
Bess, Glorianaand The Virgin Queen to this day in the public firmament, would improve upon Henry V11Is successes
and mitigate hisfailures, and despite her own failings would turn out to have the heart and stomach of aking, and a
king of England too. Indeed, that was the phrase she would utter in describing herself while exhorting her troops to
fight for England against the Spanish Armada). Elizabeth often has been featured in biographies that were more like
hagiographies, glossing over her fits of temper, impatience and other frailties. It isfair to say, however, that she had
also inherited her grandfathers political acumen and her fathers magnificence, thus creating not just one of the most
colourful courtsin Europe but also one of the most effective governments in English history. It was an age of
Christopher Marlowes and William Shakespeares flourishing creativity that still enhances English aswell as
comparative literature. Elizabeth was also patroness of Sir Francis Drake, the pirate, thereby promoting English
settlement of foreign colonies. The Jamestown Settlement in Virginiawould come in 1607, four years after Elizabeths
passing, and the Plymouth colony in Massachusetts would come in 1620. Elizabeth had also fought for her life time
and time again in an erathat was already unsafe for female leaders and she probably had remembered the searing
feeling of realizing that her mother Queen Anne (Anne Boleyn) had been executed by her father arguably on a
trumped-up charge. Danger was pervasive; strategy was needed not just to thrive but just to survive.



