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Iain Rice : Railway Modelling: The Realistic Way  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Railway Modelling: The Realistic Way: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Mr Iain Rice... nothing more needs to be said...By Philanthropic 
PunditOK, just so that you know, I am a fan of Iain Rice... even though I do not model English Railways (British 
Railroads!) do not let that stop you from perusing this book.This book should be on everybody's bookshelf... beginner 
or master modeller.Having said that, on to the review.This book covers a diverse range of chapters from planning, 
tools and equipment, baseboards, track, signalling and control, modelling landscapes, rolling stock (locomotives, 
passenger and goods "freight") and finally rounding out with operation amongst other topics.Now if you have any of 
Iain Rice's books... you will notice some information that has been replicated here, albeit, not always in as much detail. 
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But the majesty of this book comes not from the sheer topic coverage or in-depth analysis, but rather the ease at which 
you can look for information and find what you are looking for within the first few minutes of reading.Often times 
when either researching what I need to do, this book comes in handy to give me the general idea of the direction I 
should take and or the questions I need to be asking. Mr Rice answers them thoroughly enough , and if you want more 
info, then as always, a more specific book yields answers... example; finescale track in 4 mm scale or chassis 
construction in 4 mm scale! It would be an encyclopaedic set of volumes if this book was going to cover every aspect 
of modelling in detail. Thus, the information is very well researched and presented in Mr Rice's inimitable style, 
without become laborious and unnecessarily complex.It is always a pleasure to read the eloquence of Mr Rice's 
musings and I find that I read the book for general interest, even when I am not modelling. It is just an enlightening 
coverage of topics that make you contemplate what your are doing, going to do or have done...The photographs, either 
black and white or colour are well presented and I find I look at them often and see things of interest.So in 
Summary;As a reference book on all things about Railway Modelling (Model Railroading), I find the book a great 
companion to other works in my model library. An insightful yet simple approach to achieving successful results with 
plausible realistic results.Now you might be thinking, "ok, well enough, but I really do not like models that are not 
specific to my region or locale", but if you look beyond that, you will be pleasantly surprised with the breadth of 
information presented. You will examine and employ some of his techniques and methods in your own modelling, 
which I suspect, is exactly Mr Rice's intention with this book.Cheers, and jolly good reading...1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. A classic tome in the style of the masterBy stanierRice shows off his style in covering a vast 
topic of modelling railways. His wit is always there in highlghting trueisms in the 2nd most popular hobby in the 
westen world. Laughing at ourselves is therapeutic. There is not a subject in the hobby that is not addressed. Of course 
the vastness of the topics covered prevent some not being talked in as much depth as others. There is an honesty in 
providing examples of Rice's way of doing things but leaving the modeller with the belief he/she can do a Frank 
Sinatra (i.e.Do it my way!). Another great work that has one reaching for the dictionary at times.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jay ThomasMet expectations

Railway modeling is as popular as ever today. Its diversity and richness of interest often with a degree of nostalgia 
make the hobby the ideal antidote to the stresses of modern life. This book, a completely new version of Norman 
Simmons long-lived Railway Modelling, first published in 1972 and updated through eight editions, is the ideal 
companion for todays railway modeler, as it combines traditional modeling techniques and advice with full details of 
all the new technology that has transformed the hobby in recent years. There can be no better handbook for any model 
railway enthusiast, novice or expert.

About the AuthorIain Rice is one of Britains best-known model railway authors with 18 books to his credit, his most 
recent being Railway Modelling: The Realistic Way. He is a regular contributor to British and American model 
railway magazines, for which he produces his own diagrams and illustrations. He is a highly respected railway 
modeller with more than 40 years experience. 


