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Tony Koester : Realistic Model Railroad Design: Your Step-By-Step Guide to Creating a Unique Operating 
Layout (Model Railroader)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Realistic Model Railroad Design: Your Step-By-Step Guide to Creating a Unique Operating Layout (Model 
Railroader): 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Not for Amateurs!By JDThe audience for this book is the most hard-
core of modelers -- those who aim for perfection in their representation of authentic details and have the time, money, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0890245819


space, and commitment to create them. If your layout models a segment of the New York Central in 1954, hang your 
head in shame if you are caught running a locomotive with a paint job not introduced until 1955.If you have a full 
basement or barn to accommodate a club-size operation designed to impress fellow expert modelers, this book is for 
you and for you I give it 4 stars. For the likes of me, a newbie with a spare bedroom to build in, limited funds and 
time, and no concern for earning the admiration of hard-core enthusiasts, it offers little.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This is a companion volume to an earlier book and is full of good, solid ideas and 
suggestionsBy PwyllAs stated in the forward, this book is a companion volume to Koester's book "Realistic Model 
Railroad Operation". While the previous book is focused on how to run your layout as if it was real, this book takes 
those ideas and makes you think about how to design your layout so that you can run it like the real thing.Mr. Koester 
starts off with general ideas like prototypical vs freelance layout, and talks about picking an era to model in. There are 
a lot of good ideas in the book about what are your trains picking up and delivering and to design your layouts around 
your goals. A good part of the book is on finishing your layout so it matches the era and industries you're modeling. I 
will say that there are not a lot of specifics but a lot of ideas. It's up to the modeler to research their topic and to learn 
what fits best in their layout.I found the book to be full of things to think about and it has helped me develop my 
layout.23 of 23 people found the following review helpful. A Look at Design PhilosophyBy John A Lee IIIThis is not 
a book of track plans nor is it a book that spends much time on how to lay track. Instead, it attempts to teach broad 
design considerations to make a model railroad operate better and seem more realistic. It considers such matters as 
modeling an imaginary line as opposed to one from the real world. It talks about making scenes plausible in their 
context; this is not always the same as real. It considers how to pick rolling stock and how to choose graphic and 
model elements to make the miniature model world more like the real one. Most important, though, it tries to teach 
how to make a layout reliable.None of these objectives is specifically accomplished but the book goes a long way in 
teaching things to consider. It is a book about design philosophy as opposed to design criteria. It is worth the time.

Using photos, illustrations, and a straightforward style, notable Model Railroader magazine author Tony Koester 
shows you how to make creative, plausible choices for the concept and construction of your next model railroad. 
Covers key topics like developing an entire model railroad theme, choosing a scale, integrating signature design 
elements into your track plan, and much more.


